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17th September 2026 
To Parent/Carers of Pupils in Years 4, 5 & 6 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Author Visit - 1st October 2026 
 
We are thrilled to announce that award-winning author and inspirational speaker Janeen Hayat will be visiting the 
children in Years 4, 5 and 6 on Thursday 1st October. 
 
Janeen will talk about the inspiration behind her books, sharing the fascinating story of her father, who was living 
in India during Partition. She will explore this important period in history and explain how her father eventually 
came to live in the United States, where Janeen was born. Her books bring together stories of friendship across 
different generations and cultures, giving children the opportunity to explore themes of history, identity and 
belonging. 
 
The session will also be highly interactive. As codes and mysteries feature prominently in Janeen’s books, pupils 
will be invited to work together to crack a code, putting their problem-solving and detective skills to the test! 
 
Janeen will also share her own inspiring journey to becoming a published author. Her route into publishing was far 
from conventional: she originally entered a competition with one of her stories as a short story. Winning the 
competition ultimately led to publication and, incredibly, to her winning the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize 
Younger Readers category, one of the UK’s most prestigious children’s book awards. 
 
We hope this will be an inspiring and memorable opportunity for our pupils, encouraging them to read, ask 
questions, explore history and, perhaps, even discover their own passion for storytelling. 
 
Janeen is currently touring to promote her new book, Evie and Maryam’s Little Lies. As this is the second book 
featuring these much-loved characters — following the Waterstones Children’s Book Prize-winning Evie and 
Maryam’s Family Tree — we are delighted to be able to offer both books for sale at the event. 
 
We will be offering parents the following special event prices: 
 

• 1 book – £7.00 (RRP £7.99) 

• 2 books – £12.00 (RRP £15.98) 
 

This is a wonderful opportunity for children to meet the author, hear about the inspiration behind her stories and 
take home a signed copy of one or both books. 
 
Payment should be made via Arbor School Shop and please add a comment in the ‘Note to your order’ box to let 
Janeen know who to dedicate the book to.  Please make payment by Friday 25th September.  Orders will not be 
processed without full payment.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mrs E Linsdell 
Subject Leader for English (Reading) 


