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17th September 2026 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Darrick Wood Junior School Voluntary Fund 
 
As with most other schools, DWJS operates a Voluntary Fund which is used to help finance some of the 
additional items which we provide in order to enhance the children’s learning.  Although the school 
receives budgetary funding from the Department for Education, it is becoming ever more difficult for us 
to support a range of activities as DfE funding barely covers the basic running costs of the school. 
Voluntary Fund contributions, therefore, allow us to offer opportunities and experiences which might 
otherwise be difficult to fund from the school budget. 
 
The DWJS Voluntary Fund is now open for contributions for the 2026-27 academic year. We are 
suggesting a contribution of £25.00 per child which can be paid via Arbor. 
 
We are very mindful that not all families and children are equally fortunate and that the capacity to 
donate to the fund might be quite limited.  We would therefore like to stress that, as the name suggests, 
this is a voluntary undertaking. 
 
If you choose to contribute, the payment option will allow you to enter the amount to a value of your 
choosing. Any amount you feel able to contribute will be most welcome and will be put to good use. If 
you are a tax payer, we would be very grateful if you could complete a Gift Aid form to enable us to 
claim an extra 20% on top of your donation through the Gift Aid scheme. This can be completed 
electronically at https://shorturl.at/hMEZb 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank those of you who have contributed to the DWJS Voluntary 
Fund last year.  As a result of your generosity, we were able to subsidise a number of activities and 
events including theatre group visits and workshops, plus rewards linked to the In It To Win It initiative. 
In many cases, the subsidy from the school’s Voluntary Fund enabled the school to offer events and 
activities at minimal cost to parents or, in some cases, free of charge in spite of them costing the school 
money over and above the funding received by the Department for Education for ‘essential items’.  It 
also allowed us to continue with trips which might have otherwise been cancelled due to a shortfall in 
contributions. 
 
Thank you in advance for your continued invaluable support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr D Hackin 
Headteacher 

https://shorturl.at/hMEZb
https://shorturl.at/hMEZb

