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CLUBS MON TUE WED THU FRI 

Before School  Run a Mile 8.15am  Run a Mile 8.15am Taekwondo 

Lunch  Girls Football Squad Netball Boys Football Squad  

3.35pm Robotics 
Gymnastics 

Wildlife Wonders 
Musical Theatre 
Art 

Street Dance 
Football  

Drama 
 

Dodgeball 

Children will be taken out to their parents after all clubs.  Please wait by the Gazebo. 
 

 

Autumn Term 2026 
 
Darrick Wood Junior School 
Lovibonds Avenue 
Orpington  
BR6 8ER 
 
01689 857370 
office@dwjs.lumero.org 
www.dwjs.co.uk 

If you need to discuss any 

matters regarding your 

child’s learning, please 

contact the school office on 

01689 857370 or by email 

year6@dwjs.lumero.org  
year5@dwjs.lumero.org 
year4@dwjs.lumero.org 
year3@dwjs.lumero.org  

 

PE Days - Autumn Term 
Year 3 - Wednesday 
Year 4 - Friday 
Year 5 - Tuesday 
Year 6 - Thursday 
 
Tuck Shop 
Tuck Shop will reopen 
later in the term. 
 
Request for Absence 
https://form.jotform.com/
221973751862060 

 
End of Day Collection  
If your child is going 
home with someone 
not listed as a contact, 
please inform the office 
as soon as possible. 
Messages received after 
3.20pm may not reach 
the teacher in time.  

Week commencing: Monday 21st September 

Nourish Menu: Week 1 

Monday  Year 5 visiting Lullingstone Country Park 
School band practice begins 

Tuesday   

Wednesday   

Thursday   

Friday   

If your child is going to be late or absent, please call 01689 857370 (option 1) or email office@dwjs.lumero.org every 
day giving your child's name, class and reason for absence.  

Cancellations for breakfast club need to be sent through by 9pm the night before to stars@dwjs.lumero.org and 
office@dwjs.lumero.org   
 
 

HOUSE CAPTAINS 
Congratulations to this year’s House Captains: Hani, 
Navisha, Teddy and Chloe (Air); James M, Elliott, Sophie S 
and Amelia (Earth); Ina, Tim, Olive and Olivia (Fire); 
Harrison, Jack, Alissa and Maggy (Water).  We are very 
proud of them and look forward to seeing them carrying 
out their duties in their smart House Captain sweatshirts. 

PARENT/TEACHER CONSULTATIONS 
On Monday we will be sending out details of this term’s 
parent/teacher consultation meetings.  Appointments 
will be available to book on Arbor from 8.00am on 
Tuesday 22nd September.  If separated parents require 
individual appointments, please contact the school office 
as soon as possible. 

SCHOOL BAND 
School Band will start on Monday.  The sessions will take 
place on Monday afternoons throughout the term. 
Please ensure your child has their instrument in school. 

YEAR 5 DJEMBE WORKSHOPS 
Starting today, Year 5 will be taking part in weekly BYMT 
Djembe workshops up until half term. This opportunity 
has been made possible thanks to generous PTA funding, 
so we would like to extend our sincere thanks to them 
(and to you) for making this possible.  The workshops 
were extremely popular last year, and we hope this year’s 
pupils enjoy the experience just as much. 

VOLUNTARY FUND 
The DWJS Voluntary Fund is now open for contributions 
for this academic year (Arbor School Shop).  We suggest 
an amount of £25 per pupil, but any amount you are able 
to contribute would be very much appreciated.  If you 
are a UK taxpayer, please complete a Gift Aid form to 
maximise your donation.  Thank you in anticipation of 
your ongoing support. 

VISITING AUTHOR 
Author Janeen Hayat will be visiting Years 4, 5 and 6 on 
1st October.  Her books are available to buy on Arbor 
School Shop. 

PAKIKI THEATRE 
Year 3 pupils will be treated to a performance of ‘Local 
Heroes’ from Pakiki Theatre on Monday 28th September.  
A contribution of £4.00 per pupil is requested to help 
with the cost of this visit. 
 
 

NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM 
Year 6 are visiting the Natural History Museum on 
Monday 5th October to take part in their Earthquakes, 
Mountains and Volcanoes workshop.  A contribution of 
£3.50 is requested to cover the cost of this.  If you are 
able to help on the trip, please let the Year 6 team know. 

YEAR 6 BIKEABILITY (Groups 1 & 2) 
Please note a correction to the Year 6 Curriculum 
Newsletter dates: Bikeability (Group 1) will be on 29th 
and 30th September and Bikeability (Group 2) will be on 
1st and 2nd October. 

CHANGE TO YEAR 6 PE DAY w/c 28TH SEPTEMBER 
Advance notice: Due to the Author Visit on Thursday 1st 
October, Year PE will be on Monday 28th September. 

YEAR 6 - PERMISSION TO WALK HOME 
If you are happy for your Year 6 child to walk home 
without an adult after school, please let the school office 
know or update the permissions section on Arbor.   

LATE COLLECTION 
If you have to collect your child from the school office at 
the end of the day due to being late, please don’t leave 
the building before letting a member of staff know.  This 
will save staff having to look for your child unnecessarily.   

PTA COMMITTEE MEMBERS WANTED 
Following a very successful three-year tenure, our PTA 
committee has stepped down as their children move on to 
secondary school or take up new challenges and 
responsibilities. We are therefore seeking to elect a new 
committee at the PTA AGM on 29th September.  To give an 
insight into what being a committee member involves, our 
outgoing Chair, Surbhi Goel, has written a personal 
reflection on her time with the PTA, which is included with 
this Bulletin. If you are interested in taking on, or sharing, 
one of the roles, please come along to the PTA AGM. 

SCHOOL OFFICE CAPACITY 
The school office remains short-staffed following Mrs 
Perkins’ departure last term. Her replacement has been 
appointed but will not be joining us until half term. In the 
meantime, please be aware that we may not always be 
able to respond to emails, queries and requests 
immediately. It would be particularly helpful if parents 
could ensure children arrive each morning with 
everything they need for the day.  
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I just wanted to let you all know that, after giving it a lot of thought, I’ve decided to step down as PTA Chair. It 
really hasn’t been an easy decision, as I’ve genuinely loved being part of the PTA and working with such a 

wonderful group of people. I often think back to 2023, when the five of us came together, barely knowing each 
other, to form the PTA team. It’s quite funny to think how five almost complete strangers ended up spending 

so much time together voluntarily — getting to know each other, supporting one another and, somewhere 

along the way, becoming such good friends! That’s the magic of the PTA, I suppose! 

 

Since then, we’ve shared so many events, ideas, successes, last-minute panics, plenty of laughs and probably 

a few moments of “what on earth have we got ourselves into?” But honestly, I wouldn’t change the experience 
for the world. 

 
With everything going on personally and with family commitments, I’ve realised I no longer have the time and 

capacity to give the PTA the commitment it deserves. So, after a lot of thought, I feel now is the right time for 

me to step down as Chair. I’m definitely not disappearing though — I’ll still be around and will happily help 

wherever I can. 

 
I’m incredibly grateful for all the support, help and encouragement I’ve received during my time as Chair. The 

PTA has achieved so much, and that’s entirely down to the amazing team and all the volunteers who give their 

time and energy to make things happen for the children. 

 

Our AGM is on Tuesday 29th September @ 9.15 am, and as part of the AGM we’ll need to elect the new 

committee, including Chair, Treasurer and Secretary. And honestly, if you’re sitting there thinking, “I’d 

love to get involved but I have no idea what I’m doing!” — please don’t let that put you off! None of us knew 
what we were doing when we started!  

 

In my own words, the roles are basically: 

     Chair – The first point of contact, helping bring everyone together, keeping things moving and helping 

shape what the PTA does. You absolutely don’t have to do everything yourself — it’s about coordinating the 

team and getting everyone involved. 

   Treasurer – Keeping an eye on the finances, making sure everything is recorded and helping the PTA 

make the most of the money we raise. If you’re organised and reasonably comfortable with numbers, you’ll be 

absolutely fine! 

         Secretary – Helping keep everyone organised, taking minutes at meetings, keeping track of actions and 

making sure communication keeps flowing. You don’t need to be a professional administrator — just organised 
and willing to get involved! 

 

Most importantly, these roles are not about doing everything yourself. The PTA is a team, and there are lots of 

people who help with events, fundraising and everything else throughout the year. So please do have a think 
about whether you might fancy taking on one of these roles. You really don’t need to know it all — you learn 

along the way, just as we did. 

 
On behalf of my team, a huge thank you to everyone who has supported us, volunteered, helped and cheered 

us on along the way. I’m so grateful for all the encouragement, the laughs and, most importantly, the 

friendships that have come from being part of this. I look forward to seeing many of you at the AGM and to 

celebrating everything the PTA has achieved together. 
 

Thank you all for making my time as Chair such a lovely, memorable and very special experience.  

With warm wishes and a huge thank you to you all, 

Surbhi and the PTA Team 
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